
Wonder Wheels
How do you help an injured 
turtle heal? A LEGO  wheelchair 
can do the trick ! This summer, 
veterinarians at the Maryland Zoo  
performed surgery on a turtle 
that had cracked the bottom of 
its shell. The doctors worried that 
the shell would crack again when 
the turtle tried to walk. So they 
created a LEGO wheelchair. 
Last month, they carefully 
removed the device before the 
turtle went into hibernation.
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Shu Shu Jones, 9
Tallulah, Louisiana 

WHAT SHE DOES:  Shu Shu 
(whose real first name is 
Lashayla) runs a free library in 
her front yard. It’s called Shu 
Shu’s Fun Learning Depot and 
Community Library.

WHY SHE DOES IT:  Shu Shu 
learned to read when she was 
just 3 years old and has loved 
books ever since. In fact, she 
owns more than 700 of them! 
She wanted to find a way to 
share her passion for reading—
along with some of her books—
with other kids.

“I noticed that some 
children in my community 
didn’t read or like reading,” 
she says. “I wanted to show 
them that learning is fun.”

HOW SHE GOT STARTED: 
Two years ago, Shu Shu applied 
for, and won, an award  that 
gives money to kids who are 
trying to help people in their 
community. She used the money 
to buy supplies, and her family 
helped her build the library on 
her front lawn. Shu Shu’s library 
officially opened last spring. The 
little building has a bookshelf 
outside, so kids can take or leave 
a book at any time. Shu Shu also 
organizes monthly activities for 
kids at the learning center. 

SHU SHU SAYS: 
“Start small and 

then go big. You can 
make a difference 

at any age.”
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