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VOCABULARY
Aztec: an ancient 
Mexican Indian people

climate: overall weather 
conditions

crisis: a serious and 
dangerous situation

pollution: harmful or 
poisonous products that 
make an environment 
unclean

atmosphere: the mass of 
air that surrounds Earth

Xiuhtezcatl Martinez isn’t 

a typical 16-year-old. First, 

there’s his name. It’s an Aztec 
name—and his own mom 

couldn’t pronounce it when he 

was born. (Here’s how to say it: 

shu-TEZ-kot. Try it a few times!) 

Then there’s his long hair, 

which has never been cut. Ever.

But what’s most unusual 

about Xiuhtezcatl is not his 

name or how he looks. It’s 

how he spends his time. 

While most teens are 

busy with sports, friends, 

and YouTube, Xiuhtezcatl is 

working to save the planet. He 

is an environmental activist. 

The environment is the 

natural world—the land, sea, 

and air around us. An activist 

is someone who fights for 

an important cause. Today, 

Xiuhtezcatl is one of the 

most famous environmental 

activists in the world. 

“I call myself a warrior for 

the Earth,” he says. 

True
Teen
Story

Continued on page 16 

He Wants to  Save the Planet

Sixteen-year-old Xiuhtezcatl Martinez is a “warrior” for Earth—and 
he wants you to join the fight. BY LAUREN TARSHIS

Becoming an 
Activist 

So how does a high 

schooler become a famous 

environmental activist?  

“I grew up in a family where 

people were always thinking 

about the environment,” says 

Xiuhtezcatl. 

When Xiuhtezcatl was 

just 6 years old, he decided he 

had to do something about 

climate change—a serious 

environmental crisis. 

Earth’s climate is 

changing, scientists say. 

Temperatures are rising 

around the world. Warmer 

weather makes storms like 

hurricanes more powerful. 
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He Wants to  Save the Planet
WORLD TRAVELER
Xiuhtezcatl speaks 

to students and 
world leaders 

around the globe. 
But no matter where 
he is, he takes time 

to be in nature. 
Here, he sits by a 
waterfall near his 

home in Colorado.



Ocean waters are warming 

too. This harms fish and 

sea mammals, like dolphins 

and whales. Climate change 

threatens everything—and 

everyone—living on Earth. 

Scientists have been 

studying climate change for 

many years. They know that 

Earth’s climate changes on 

its own over time. But right 

now, it is changing more—and 

more quickly—than usual.

Most experts agree that 

the current rate of climate 

change is caused by pollution 

created by people—by the 

cars, trucks, and planes we 

ride in, and by the coal and 

oil we burn for electricity. 

to listen. Soon he was traveling 

around the country—and the 

world. His goal? To educate 

and inspire people to join the 

fight against climate change. 

Today, Xiuhtezcatl runs 

Earth Guardians. The group 

works with thousands of kids 

around the globe. He speaks to 

students in classrooms about 

steps they can take to help 

the planet. And he writes and 

performs hip-hop songs about 

the environment. 

Taking Action
Xiuhtezcatl believes that 

if many people adjust their 

habits, we can reduce the 

causes of climate change. 

“There are so many ways 

to take action in your own life,” 

he says. “Small changes can 

have a huge impact. Turn off 

the water and lights. Use less 

plastic. Turn empty lots into 

gardens. Grow your own food.”

He shares his message on 

TV, online, and through his 

music. And he gives passionate 

speeches to world leaders and 

presidential candidates, asking 

them to use their power to stop 

climate change. 

“Climate change sounds 

scary,” Xiuhtezcatl says, “but 

it’s possible to defeat it. We can 

protect the Earth, the air, the 

water, and the atmosphere 

so my generation will inherit a 

safe, healthy planet.” .
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Xiuhtezcatl points out that 

climate change is a huge and 

frightening problem. “People 

can feel very helpless about 

climate change, like there is 

nothing they can do,” he says.

But that’s not true. 

“Humans caused climate 

change,” Xiuhtezcatl says. 

“And we can try to solve it.”

Inspiring People  
to Fight

Xiuhtezcatl began looking 

for solutions when he was just 

a little kid. His older siblings 

ran an environmental group 

called Earth Guardians, which 

was started by their mom. First 

he sneaked into their meetings 

SHARING THE 
MESSAGE
“It’s hard for 
young people to 
relate to scientists 
explaining 
climate change,” 
Xiuhtezcatl says. 
“But we can 
connect to it 
through music.”  



FAMILY TRADITIONS
Xiuhtezcatl credits his 
Aztec roots (on his father’s 
side) and his mother’s 
activism for helping him on 
his mission. 

www.scholastic.com/actionmag | October 2016 17 

1.  You call yourself “a warrior for the Earth.” 
Can you explain what that means?

2.  What is the purpose of the group Earth 
Guardians?

3.  There are many serious problems in the 
world today. Why have you chosen to 
focus on climate change? 

4.  How does music help you spread your 
message about protecting Earth?

5.  Do you think it’s truly possible to solve 
the problem of climate change?

Answers are in the Teacher’s Guide.

Action
Activity

You’ve just 
read “He Wants 
to Save the Planet.” 
Now it’s time to do 
this activity.

WHAT TO DO: Imagine that you are 
Xiuhtezcatl Martinez. A TV reporter read 
about you in Action and wants to know more 
about you. Answer the questions below. 

GO 
FURTHER! 

FIND 
ACTIVITIES  

ONLINE

 MAKING INFERENCES


