
Preston, 13, survived cancer but has lost many friends to the terrible 
disease. He won’t stop fighting until there’s a cure. BY JENNIFER SHOTZ
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Below: Preston 
at age 5 in the 
hospital

VOCABULARY
devastating: extremely 
shocking and upsetting

injected: used a  
needle to put medicine 
into someone’s body

toxic: poisonous 

immune system: the 
parts of the body that 
protect you from illness

diagnosed: found by 
a doctor to have a 
particular disease

Preston Kilzer was 5 years 

old when his mom saw a lump 

on his neck. She thought it 

would go away. But the lump 

kept growing. Preston went to 

the doctor and had many tests. 

Then came devastating 

news: Preston had cancer—a 

life-threatening disease. 

Cancer is caused by 

cells in the body that don’t 

behave normally. These cells 

can spread all over the body. 

Preston was very sick. The 

cancer had spread to his neck, 

lungs, liver, and spleen.

Difficult Treatment 
Preston, who lives in 

Colorado, started treatment 

right away. Doctors injected 

medicine directly into a vein 

near Preston’s heart. The shot 

included seven kinds of very 

strong, toxic chemicals. 

The chemicals were the 

only thing that could save 

Preston’s life. But the medicine 

was so strong that it made 

him feel much sicker before  

he could get well. 

The treatment gave 

Preston painful mouth sores. 

All of his hair fell out. He was 

exhausted. Normal smells 

made him throw up.

Preston’s illness was hard 

on his family too. His mom 

cried a lot. She was worried 

that he might die. That made 

Preston sad. “I wanted my 

I Will Fight 
Cancer Forever

True
Teen
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mom to be a normal mom,” 

he says, “as much as I wanted 

to be a normal kid.”

Making Friends
Even though the treatment 

was difficult, Preston focused 

on the good things about 

going to the hospital. He 

became close with the doctors, 

nurses, and hospital staff.  

Turn to page 14 
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Preston gives a 
speech at a  

St. Baldrick’s 
event on  

March 11, 2016.



Preston made friends with 

other kids who were also in 

treatment, like Justin Miller. 

Justin had been fighting 

cancer for many years. 

Preston and Justin played 

together in the hospital 

playroom. They built with 

LEGO® bricks, played Xbox 

games, and did art projects. 

After seven months, 

Preston’s cancer was gone. He 

started school. “I was the only 

bald kid there,” he jokes.

Just Regular Kids
Preston was happy to 

be well. Sometimes, though, 

other kids didn’t understand 

the difficult times he had 

been through. It helped to be 

around children who knew 

Each year for the past nine 

years, Preston has shaved his 

head for a fund-raiser held by 

a group called St. Baldrick’s. 

On March 11, 2016, Preston 

and others collected almost 

half a million dollars. 

Preston has been healthy 

for eight years. Doctors say 

there’s a risk he could get 

cancer again. But Preston 

doesn’t spend time worrying 

about getting sick. He focuses 

on helping the 15,000 kids 

who are diagnosed with 

cancer every year. 

Preston gave a speech at 

the recent St. Baldrick’s event. 

“I’m fighting for you,” he told 

the crowd. “For your cousin, 

your brother, your sister, your 

classmate, and your friend.” •
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what it was like to fight cancer. 

That’s why Preston went 

to Nighthawk Ranch, a camp 

for kids with cancer. Justin 

went too. Preston and Justin 

rode horses, fed cows, and 

ate s’mores. Preston felt like a 

regular kid again.

But a few months later, 

Justin got a cold. His immune 
system was weak from cancer 

treatment. Sadly, Justin died. 

Preston was heartbroken.

Fighting for a Cure
Preston wants to honor 

Justin and other friends he 

has lost by putting an end 

to childhood cancer. Preston 

raises money for groups that 

work to find new treatments—

and a cure—for the disease.

Preston rides 
Cinnamon at 
Nighthawk 
Ranch camp.
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1.  What is the central idea of this article?
A  Preston Kilzer likes to give away money. 
B  Preston is a cancer survivor who wants 

to help other kids with the disease.
C   Cancer treatment saves lives but can 

also make people feel very sick.
D  Few people know that kids get cancer.

2.  In the section “Difficult Treatment,”  
why do you think the author included  
the quote “I wanted my mom to be a 
normal mom”?
A  to show that Preston’s mom felt sick 
B  to show that Preston’s mom is unusual
C  to show why Preston became close with 

doctors and nurses at the hospital
D  to show that Preston felt bad that his 

mom was so sad

3.   In the section “Fighting for a Cure,” what 
does the word fund-raiser mean?
A a barber    C an annual competition
B a group     D an event to collect money

4.  Which phrase from the text helps  
show the meaning of fund-raiser?
A “. . . Preston has shaved his head . . .”
B  “. . . collected almost half a  

million dollars.”
C   “ Preston has been healthy for  

eight years.”
D  “. . . he could get cancer again.”

5.   You can infer, or tell from clues in the 
text, that Preston ______.
A cares a lot about other people
B likes having short hair
C is an animal lover  
D doesn’t think cancer is a big deal

Answers are in the Teacher’s Guide.

6.  Even though his treatment was difficult, Preston enjoyed some things about going to the 
hospital. Write down two examples from the article. (Hint: Look in the section “Making Friends.”) 

WHAT TO DO: Fill in the bubble next to the 
best answer for questions 1 to 5. Write your 
answer for question 6 on the lines below.

Action
Activity You’ve just read the article “I Will Fight Cancer 

Forever.” Now it’s time to take our quiz.
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Preston with his 
parents at the 2016 
St. Baldrick’s event  
in Denver, Colorado


